
Now I know I’m getting old—not only was I in one of the 9 priority groups for the COVID vaccine, but this morn-
ing, I’ve just returned from Canaries class showing them my record player, playing some of my records (and prob-
ably boring them completely with my obsession with music!) , explaining how these old-fangled machines work 
and answering the children’s questions about the olden days . All part of their history topic ‘Cracking Ideas’. Else-
where in the school, there’s some amazing learning happening—Sabrewings have started to make some marble 
mazes as part of their DT work, Kingfishers have been working on advertising, trying to convince us to buy their 
healthy snacks, Green Jays are learning about how art has been used through time to record how life was lived, 
and our friends at Bedford Blues have been with us leading various rugby-themed English and maths sessions. It’s 
great to see the steady return to ‘normal’. 

In the past two weeks, we have also replaced the old tables and chairs for children in Whinchats and Canaries—
finally, the hideous orange chairs are gone! We’re so grateful to our Governors who have allocated the money to 
be able to finally replace the old, tatty furniture for the children—they love it! We’ve also been able to buy some 
new equipment for the playground, including giant polyhedron shapes, which can be used to build all sorts of 
structures.  

It’s been a great week, and, of course, we’re all looking forward to the long weekend—rest well! 

 

Maria & all the team at St James’ 
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Newsletter 
30th April, 2021 

Be COVID Aware  

Do not come onto school site if you have any 
Coronavirus symptoms, & get tested. Maintain 
social distancing at all times. The symptoms are: 

• High temperature 

• New, continuous cough 

• Loss of or change to sense of smell or 
taste 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=nut+free+school&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=1FCC37A0DB258C24A79EA47F8E0A7C7CD226E6B4&selectedIndex=0&ccid=%2fs0igOB2&simid=608017819513456540&thid=OIP.Mfecd2280e076fc9ed7cd216c3e5a85b6o0


Parent Governor Election 

 

Please return ballot papers by 12.00 noon on Tuesday, 4th May  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get your child’s voice heard and make a difference 

 

The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, is launching a once-in-a-generation review of 
children’s lives.   

 

It’s called ‘The Childhood Commission’ and it will identify the barriers preventing children reaching their full po-
tential and propose policy solutions to address them. 

 

At its heart is ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever consultation held with children.  

In this survey the Children’s Commissioner is asking children and young people what they think is important for 
their future and what is holding young people back. The Children’s Commissioner will use what children and 
young people tell her to show the Government what they think and what they need to live happier lives.   

 

It’s an exciting opportunity to help us think big and it’s a chance for every child in England to have their voice 
heard.  

 

Find out more and take part 

  

• Bring a sun hat to school—MAPAC sells these if needed. Ensure sunhats are  

            named 

• Apply long-lasting sun screen before school. Children should not bring sunscreen                         
into school and staff can not apply sunscreen—we just don’t have the logistical capaci-
ty to do this. 

• Light, long sleeved ‘cardigans’ may be worn outside on the hottest of days 

• Bring a water bottle to school (named) 

• Children must wear appropriate footwear and socks—no flipflops/open toed  

             sandals 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask


Summer Term Dates Ahead 

(COVID restrictions may apply) 

 

3rd May Bank Holiday   

6th May Whole school Art Day 

31st May-4th June Half Term 

16th June Welcome Meeting for Parents of children starting school in September  

18th June INSET School closed  

2nd July Sports Day (provisional date, at the moment, will confirm ASAP) 

6th July Y6 Transition Days for Lincroft and Sharnbrook Academies 

13th July Parents evening (drop in, to discuss end of year reports) 

14th July Moving Up morning—time in new classes 

20th July Proms in the Playground—whole school celebration 5pm 

21st July Leaver’s Service 2.00 

22nd July Last day of term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Assembly this week, I have shared this picture 
to explore the idea of ‘being alone’ and consider-
ing reasons why someone might choose to be 
alone, or might be forced to be alone. We’ve 
talked about bullying and exclusion and consid-
ered ways we can all do our bit to stand alongside 
vulnerable and excluded people. The children 
have heard the story of Zacchaeus, who was ostra-
cised by the crowd, but welcomed and loved by 
Jesus. We want our children to be people who will 
have the confidence and courage to stand up for 
what is right and to confront injustice wherever 
they may meet it. We also learnt a new song: 
Someone is With You  

 

Many people from different faiths believe that 
God is always with them and take great comfort 
from the strength their God brings them. For 
Christians, the Bible says: ‘Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dis-
mayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherev-
er you go’ (Isaiah 41) 

https://www.fischytunes.com/video-repo/someone-is-with-you/


Quick Messages 

 

Pub Car Park—please do not park in the pub car park, unless you are a customer (at the request of the landlord) 

 

Drop off at the end of the drive—please drop & go and do not gather at the end of the drive, as this is limiting 
other people’s ability to come into school safely. Please don’t let children come onto the school site in the morn-
ings until there is a member of staff present.  

 

Children in the staff car park—please do not let children run around the staff car park or play in between the cars. 
This is partly to ensure staff cars don’t get damaged by accident, but mainly so that children can be seen clearly by 
any drivers using the car park.  Please also help us by closing the gates behind you when you leave the school site, 
thank you. 

 

Changes to collection arrangements—if you need to advise us of any last minute changes regarding collection of 
your children, please telephone us—we are being sent emails with this information quite late in the day and we 
don’t always see these emails until it’s too late. The office email is not continuously monitored. If there is no an-
swer on the phone, this is often because someone is on the other line; please leave a message, we  check these 
regularly through the day, and always at around 3.00. 

 

Statutory Assessments for Reception, Years 1, 2, 4 and 6—all statutory assessment s have been cancelled this 
year due to the Pandemic. Teachers will continue with their on-going assessments, but there will be no Reception 
Baseline, Phonics Screening, Year 2 and 6 SATs or Year 4 Multiplication Check. 

 

COVID symptoms—please remember that we are still very aware of potential COVID symptoms, and will contact 
you if children display any of the main symptoms (new cough, temperature, loss of taste/smell) - please do not 
send your child to school if they display these symptoms, or if there is any possibility that COVID may be present in 
your household. We all need to continue to be vigilant and all do our bit to keep school virus free.  

If your child is absent from school because they need to isolate, then please let us know. They will be able to ac-
cess remote learning with their class via Teams, and can access remote learning packs from the school website.  

 

Timings for the start and end of the day: 

Robins, Whinchats & Canaries   8.40-8.45  3.25 

Siblings      8.45-8.50 3.30 

Green Jays, Kingfishers, Peacocks, Sabrewings 8.50-8.55 3.35 

Gates Close     9.00  3.40 

 

School Lunches—please remember to keep your Caterlink account in credit.  

Packed Lunches—please keep lunchboxes nut free as we do have children with serious nut allergies (please don’t 
include items which have nut ingredients) 

 

Late arrival to school—if your child arrives at school after the gates are closed (currently, 9.00am), then you must 
accompany them to the school office and sign them in to the school register—do not send your child into school 
alone. 

 

Bike to school—it’s great to see so many children cycling to school. Please remember they must wear a helmet 
and that it is your responsibility to ensure they are safe and understand road safety rules.  

 


