
We’ve reached the end of another term and it looks like the weather is set to be very kind to us as we move into 
our half term break. Sadly, 3 classes have not been with us this week, due to positive COVID cases—please ensure 
that those children who are at home continue to self-isolate until the dates stated in your letters. Cases in Bed-
ford remain incredibly high and we all need to follow PHE advice—if we don’t, positive cases will continue and 
we’ll return after half term with the very real possibility of having to close more classes.  
 
Your children are incredible in the way they cope with the disappointment of having to stay at home, and they 
have moved to remote learning easily and effectively. There’s some great learning happening at home and we’re 
all so impressed with their resilience and ‘can do’ approach. Thank you to all of you who have supported them so 
positively! In school, it’s felt strange having such a large chunk of our family missing—Peacocks Class are feeling 
very lonely in the Aviary building!  
 
Our robins chicks seem to be doing well—I think there’s 4 of them. I’ve posted a few short videos of the chicks 
being fed on my Twitter feed, so do have a look! Year 3 children discovered what they originally thought was a 
cocoon, but when we looked more closely discovered it was actually a moth (a poplar hawk moth, as Mrs Morton 
has reliably informed me) - an incredible creature! Canaries have been working incredibly hard at home, writing 
some fantastic stories, thinking about healthy eating and learning about the life cycle of a butterfly. Kingfishers 
have also been working hard at home, learning all about the Stone Age; I’ve really enjoyed sharing their enthusi-
asm for their learning. It’s also been great to see so many children join us for assemblies this week, where we’ve 
enjoyed a bit of singing together and thinking about the Holy Trinity in readiness for Trinity Sunday this weekend.  
 
It’s been a long, difficult term, but we’ve made it to the end—I wish you all a happy, peaceful and COVID-free half 
term. May God bless you all, 
 
Maria & all the team at St James’ 
 
 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
 

Newsletter 
28th May, 2021 

Be COVID Aware  

Do not come onto school site if you have any 
Coronavirus symptoms, & get tested. Maintain 
social distancing at all times. The symptoms are: 

• High temperature 

• New, continuous cough 

• Loss of or change to sense of smell or 
taste 
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COVID Update 

Please read the attached letter from the Director of Public Health—it contains very important advice 
and information. 

 

Over half term, I will continue to be responsible for  Track and Trace. You must advise me if your child 
tests positive for COVID where their symptoms first appeared within 48 hours of being in school. If your 
child tests positive: 

• Email head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 

• Include details of when PCR test was taken/positive case confirmed, as well as details about when 
symptoms first appeared (if any) - the date of symptoms is very important 

• I will be checking my emails at 8.00am each day. Any notifications received after this time will not 
be considered until the following day 

• If your child is a close contact of a positive case, then you will be informed via GroupCall and your 
child will be required to self-isolate for 10 days  

• In most situations, the last day for reporting to me will be Tuesday, but if your child tests positive 
later in the week but first displayed symptoms on Saturday/Sunday, then you will still need to re-
port 

• If in any doubt, report your child’s positive test and I will risk assess, with PHE advice and support 
where necessary. 

 

Please do not return to school after half term if your child has been told to self-isolate, or has any 
symptoms (including the lesser symptoms) or has tested positive.  

 

If your child is told to self-isolate, they must do so for the full 10 days, even if they receive a negative 
PCR test result. 

 

 

 

Some lovely activities can be found here, which 
your children may enjoy over the half term 
break…. 

Half Term Family Activities at The Higgins Bedford  
Join Little Science Lab this half term for fantastic online science experiments and visit The Higgins Bedford to have a go at a 
fun new I-Spy trail. Children are invited to join online hands-on experiments from Wednesday 2 – Friday 4 June from the 
comfort of home. Workshops include dissecting owl pellets to discover what owls like to eat, exploring the world of sound 
to make whistles and creating rainbow towers using chemistry. There will be two sessions running for each workshop at 10 
and 11am, each will cost £5 per child (kit included). Workshops are online via Zoom and will last for approximately 30 to 45 
minutes. Each workshop is limited to 15 places and is suitable for children aged 5 and above.  All workshops include pre-
prepared kits provided by Little Science Lab with the materials needed. They can be collected from The Higgins Bedford’s 
front desk from 25 May during opening hours. Proof of purchase will be required when collecting the kits.  
Bookings can be made on The Higgins Bedford website at www.thehigginsbedford.org.uk or by calling the Box Office at 
01234 718044. Bookings will close on 31 May. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/open-the-hometime-cupboard/
http://www.thehigginsbedford.org.uk/


Summer Term Dates Ahead 

(COVID restrictions may apply) 

 

31st May-4th June Half Term 

Monday 7th June Term 6 starts 

16th June Welcome Meeting for Parents of children starting school in September  

18th June INSET School closed  

2nd July Sports Day (provisional date, at the moment, will confirm ASAP) 

6th July Y6 Transition Days for Lincroft and Sharnbrook Academies 

13th July Parents evening (drop in, to discuss end of year reports) 

14th July Moving Up morning—time in new classes 

20th July Proms in the Playground—whole school celebration 5pm 

21st July Leaver’s Service 2.00 

22nd July Last day of term 

 

The Holy Trinity 

 

On Sunday, Christians around the world will be focused on the Ho-
ly Trinity.  

In assembly this week, we have been exploring what the Trinity is, 
and the concept that Christians believe in one God, who reveals 
Himself in different ways. We used an apple to illustrate this—an 
apple has 3 parts: the skin which protects the fruit, the flesh inside 
is the really tasty, juicy part, and the seeds in the middle which 
support new life and growth. Like an apple, God reveals Himself in 
3 ways: God the Father and Protector, Jesus who came to Earth 
and took on flesh, and the Holy Spirit which fills us and bring us 
new life.  

 

 

Fully understanding the Trinity is 
tricky, but for Christians there is joy 
and thanksgiving for the love which 
God shows, and the great gifts and 
blessings He bestows on His people, 
and we remember God as our father 
and creator, Jesus as our saviour and 
the Holy Spirit as our comforter.  

 






