
We end Term 5 in full celebratory mood ready for the Platinum Jubilee next week—this morning Graham Bates 
came to speak to the school to share his memories of the Coronation and post-war life; he also generously shared 
his OBE medal, which the children declared as being ‘cool’. As I write, the Pupil Governors have opened their 
stalls and children are making their way around these, and our staff team have been preparing the sandwiches 
ready for our Jubilee picnic this afternoon. Our thanks go to Mrs Rai, Ms Dimmock, Mrs De Luca and Mrs Morton 
who have co-ordinated all these activities, with very special thanks to Mrs Wilding and her mum who have been 
busy baking delicious cupcakes for us all! In these very difficult and challenging times, it is lovely to have some-
thing to celebrate. 

Throughout the week, children have been learning about the Queen, and in Robins they have even been able to 
role play tea with her. In Kingfishers, children have finished their RE topic about Pentecost by creating art work 
which reflects the most important parts of this holy event. Some of our Green Jays took part in an athletics event 
on Wednesday, and again, represented our school with pride. On Wednesday, children enjoyed a special Gigs for 
Kids concert, where a duet of musicians performed some familiar pieces of music  on the trumpet and trombone. 
It’s been a busy week! 

Throughout the term, I continue to be impressed with the way in which children stay committed to their learning. 
They are focused and keen to achieve their very best in all they do, which is always wonderful to see. This year 
has seen the return of all statutory assessments following the pandemic—our Canaries and Sabrewings have 
coped brilliantly with their SATs tests. At the end of a busy term, everyone deserves their break next week. 

When we return after the break, we believe we will be members of the Diocesan of St Albans Multi-Academy 
Trust. We were advised earlier this week that, following the Governors’ decision, the Secretary of State for Educa-
tion has signed off on all the relevant paperwork. You and your children should not notice any immediate chang-
es, but we expect that  in the coming years, joining the Trust will enable our school to grow and develop in many 
positive ways. 

 

However you spend your half term break, we all wish you every hap-
piness,  

 

With love, 

 

Maria & all the team at St James’ 

 

 

 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
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Welcoming Ukrainians to our neighbourhood  

An organisation and fund to support Ukrainian refugees settling locally has been set up through St James' Church, Bidden-
ham and Great Denham. The plan is to urgently build an initial emergency fund, to enable a quick response to assist the 
Ukrainians who are arriving here.  

We will be seeing Ukrainian children in our schools, local clubs and neighbourhoods and this will be an opportunity for 
you to make them feel welcome and to offer equipment, clothes or toys in good condition. The journeys through Ukraine 
to reach here are terrifying with the risk of violent assault and murder. The loss of their homes and jobs and potentially 
their fathers and husbands is traumatising. Ukrainians settling here are starting life with virtually nothing, so any financial 
donations are also greatly appreciated.  

Funds raised will be held in a restricted account and will be used only to help meet the many needs of those refugees ar-
riving in Biddenham, Great Denham, St Mary’s and wider Bedford for however long our support is required.  

Please consider giving to this fund. There are a number of ways you can make a donation:  

1. By bank transfer – sending your donation to the following account:  

 

Name: Biddenham PCC  

Sort Code: 60-02-13 (NatWest Bank)  

Account No: 5131 7710  

In the reference field please enter “Ukraine” followed by your postcode and house number. Gift Aid will be claimed where 
possible – adding 25% to the value of your donation.  

2. By cheque – payable to “Biddenham PCC”.  

 

Please include a note of your name and address so as to allow Gift Aid to be claimed and add “for Ukraine”.  

3. Place your donation in a yellow Gift Aid envelope (available in St James’ church). Please mark the envelope “Ukraine”.  

Donations can be sent to the St James’ Church PCC treasurer at 32a Church End, Biddenham, MK40 4AR. Alternatively, 
donations can be handed to a churchwarden or simply placed in the weekly collection in St James’ church. Also you can 
call 01234 353662 or 07973 264647.  

Thank you for your invaluable support in welcoming refugee Ukrainians to our neighbourhood.  

We’re looking for any donations of 
good quality, nearly new toys 
(especially for teenagers), 
smartphones which older children 
can use to stay in contact with 
friends and families in other plac-
es, or good quality bikes for chil-
dren of all ages, especially teenag-
ers. Please contact if you can help. 



Dear Parent and Carers 

 

As I write this, I fully anticipate that the Secretary of State will give approval for St James’ Primary School to 
join the Diocese of St Albans Multi-Academy Trust on 1st June 2022. It is governors’ understanding that all the 
necessary legal processes have been completed to make this happen. There is no major announcement to ac-
company this event and staff, children and parents/carers will see very little physical change at all. I am aware 
that the school sign has already been changed but I believe this was based on the assumption that the transfer 
would happen on 1st April. At a recent meeting of the governing body and having considered the outcome of 
the informal consultation process, governors voted unanimously to progress with the conversion, believing it 
to be in the best interests of all stakeholders, and especially since the recent government White Paper high-
lights the expectation that all schools will join strong MATs by 2030 at the latest. By choosing to take this move 
now, we believe it puts the school in a far stronger position than if we were to wait.  

 

You can find a copy of the consultation report on the school’s website: https://
stjamescofeva.sites.schooljotter2.com/downloadfile/18445442  Can I take this opportunity to thank those of 
you who made a contribution to the consultation process and to thank everyone for their continuing support 
as we return to normality after the turbulence of the past two years. The education and well-being of the chil-
dren in our care remain the absolute focus of everyone connected with St James’ and we look forward to ex-
citing times ahead as we join a family of like-minded schools that share the same vision and ethos. 

 

I hope you have an enjoyable week ahead, especially as we mark such a significant event in the nation’s histo-
ry. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David Fraser 
Chair of Governors 

https://stjamescofeva.sites.schooljotter2.com/downloadfile/18445442
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Parking Outside School—Is this your car? 

 

Despite regular reminders and the recent use of our ‘Parking Buddies’, we continue to notice selfish and dangerous 
parking outside the school, which includes people parking on the grass verges and on our neighbour’s drives. We 
have regularly asked you not to do this. 

This week, we received the following email from one of our neighbours, who is clearly appalled by the actions of a 
few. Your actions reflect on our school, and once again you are asked to park safely and considerately, even if this 
means you have to park away from the school gates and walk the short distance to school. 

 

I have just made the mistake of walking past your school at 15.30 and have been horrified  by the indiscriminate 
parking on the village green and blocking a drive.  Please see attached photos.  I see you have a few new signs ad-
vertising that the school is a ‘walking’ school.  May a suggest that you advise all parents to park considerately and 
in fact ensure a member  of staff is outside observing and taking appropriate steps. 
 
Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer  

COVID Vaccination of 5 to 11 year olds – Update  

National experts have advised that parents of children aged 5 to 11 years should be offered the chance to have their child vaccinat-
ed. Vaccination is particularly important for children who have health conditions that put them at higher risk from COVID-19. 

For most children COVID-19 is a mild illness that lasts a few days, but for a very small number symptoms may be more serious or 
last longer. Vaccination will reduce the chance of your child suffering from COVID-19, and two doses should give long lasting protec-
tion against serious complications of infection – including any future waves due to new variants.  

If you wish to bring your 5 to 11 year old child for their COVID-19 vaccination, you can either book on-line through the national 
booking system: www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by calling 119 between 8.00am and 8.00pm every day. Availability is updated 
frequently so please check this regularly.  

The majority of COVID-19 vaccinations for 5 to11year olds are being offered from the large vaccination centres across Bedfordshire, 
Luton and Milton Keynes. Alternatively, you are welcome to walk-in to any of the centres listed on this page on the BLMK website: 
www.blmkccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/parentguide/.  

The following guidance will help you prepare your child for a vaccination. We know that some young children are anxious about 
needles and we do hope this will help them. 

Assistance with transport 

The free Vaxi Cabs service is available for families who may find it difficult to travel to our vaccination centres. Each local authority 
has full details on their website: 

Bedford Borough 

We hope this information helps you to access COVID-19 vaccination for your child. If you have questions about the COVID-19 vac-
cination programme please check www.blmkccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/parentguide/ or you can contact the Clinical Commissioning 
Group at: blmkccg.covid.vaccinationsspoc@nhs.net.  

Yours sincerely 

5 to 11yrs COVID Vaccination Team (Bedfordshire, Luton & Milton Keynes)  

http://www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination
http://www.blmkccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/parentguide/
https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/supporting-children-their-feelings-about-needles-can-help-those-who-want-covid-19
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-health-and-community/public-health/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccination-programme/free-taxi-covid-19-vaccine/
http://www.blmkccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/parentguide/
mailto:blmkccg.covid.vaccinationsspoc@nhs.net


 

Raincoats 
 

Please remember to send your child into school with a showerproof coat, 
just in case! 

 
 



I’ve also been made aware of and asked to share details of the new Solar Together scheme. While 
not active travel related, it seems like a great environmental initiative for anyone considering pho-
tovoltaic panels the website is https://solartogether.co.uk/bedford/  

Remember: 

 

Monday 6th June is an INSET Day, so children return to school on  

Tuesday, 7th June 

 
Upcoming Dates: 

Tues 7th June   New Reception Parents Meeting 5.00pm 

Thurs 9th June  Whinchats (Y1) Multi-sports event 

   New reception Story Session 3.00pm 

Fri 10th June  Y5/6 Cricket event 

Mon 11th June Y5/6 Athletics event 

Thurs 16th June Y6 Athletics Festival 

 

 

https://solartogether.co.uk/bedford/


Sunflower Diaries competition for Biddenham Village Show  

(at St James VA School on Sunday 11th September 2022) 

 

 

After two years of covid restrictions Biddenham Village Show is back for September 11th 
2022!  This is a village show that has been running since around 1865, so there is a lot of 
history, and it needs everyone’s support to keep it going! 

 

There will be a series of competitions posted throughout the next half term for all age groups of children to en-
ter.  The first competition is for everyone! 

 

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION! 

Competition rules; 

 

1. Plant your sunflower seed (ideally now!) 

2. Photograph the milestones of your sunflower growing 

3. Add a few words to your photographs to explain what is happening, where it is growing (your house, grand-
parents’ house, school etc…) and how high it is reaching. 

4. Height measurement is from the base of the stem at soil level to the top of the stem (where the stem meets 
the flower). The stem can be extended to measure the full height of the plant. 

Width measurement is the diameter of the seed head over the top of the flower (excluding the petals). 

 

If you would like to email your progress, please ask 
your parent/carer to email the address below and we 
will post your updates on the Biddenham show web-
site http://www.biddenhamshow.org/. 

 

By 1st September, measure your sunflower height 
and seed head width by taking a photo with a tape 
measure by the side (a person may be in the photo 
holding the measure). 

 (photographs will appear on the website and 
at the Show, so by emailing you are giving us 
permission to use your photograph) 

 

Please don’t forget to include your school year (or 
state over 19 if an adult), your name and address in 
your entry. 

 

Post your diary (if you kept one) and final photo-
graphs to biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.com by 1st 
September. 

 

http://www.biddenhamshow.org/
mailto:biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.com

